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                                           Saying it in style
                                           If a writer needs a dictionary he should
                                           not write. He should have read the
                                           dictionary at least three times from
                                           beginning to end and then have loaned it
                                           to someone who needs it.
                                           Ernest Hemingway
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                       Neither pedantic nor wild …
                       an introduction by Michael McNay

                       The Guardian has always been a newspaper for writers, and
                       so a newspaper for readers. All the other skills, copy editing,
                       design, typography, illustration, photography, are there to
                       enhance the writing and to make it more accessible, to make
                       the paper a more desirable journal to read - though illustration
                       and photography each has its separate justification as well.

                       It should not be necessary to add that Guardian writers and
                       subeditors should all be interested in the language, in its
                       proper use and its development, and that regular trips to books
(Collins English       as wide-ranging as Gower's The Complete Plain Words,
Dictionary-            Partridge's Usage and Abusage, Orwell's brilliant short essay
Millennium             Politics and the English Language, Fowler's Modern English
Edition) to which      Usage, or Kingsley Amis's The King's English, are useful in
you should refer for   sharpening professional tools as well as for entertainment.
for guidance on
anything that does     One says it should not be necessary, but it is very obvious all
not appear in the      round the Guardian office that uncomfortably many people
style guide            involved in producing and shaping text for the paper rely more
                       on the casual question, "What's the style for x?" and the
                       casual answer, "I think it's probably y." Journalists who are not
                       sufficiently interested in house style to check the house style
                       guide are not on the face of it very likely to be much interested
                       in style at all.

                       But our approach to style in its broadest sense is, if anything,
                       more important now than before, first because other
                       newspapers, which may always have had good writing in
                       specialist areas, have caught up fast across a whole range of
                       news and features; second because the Guardian itself
                       employs so many staff on freelance shifts or short contracts
                       who arrive here with no particular idea of what makes this
                       paper different from others, and even staff journalists who are
                       never inducted into what values the Guardian holds particularly
                       close; third, though more obscurely, because of the arrival of
                       the internet: this style guide itself is the first to be published on
                       the world wide web. That makes it accessible in seconds; it
                       cannot get lost or suffer having coffee spilt on it. But though
                       there is no reason in itself why new publishing methods should
                       change the language for the worse, the example of radio and
                       television shows that it can: at the top end, the best
                       correspondents file spoken reports that could grace this
                       newspaper; at the broad base, reporters speak a form of
                       unlovely but infectious journalese destined only for the rubbish
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bin.

House style is the means by which a newspaper seeks to
ensure that where there are permissible variants in spellings,
the use of acronyms and so forth, a unified approach to these
matters is adopted to help in disseminating a sense of
rationality and authority in the use of language. What it does
not mean is imposing a unified writing style on the newspaper.
Many of the reporters, columnists, critics and at least one
former editor who once ran a highly idiosyncratic gossip
column and who have enli
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