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I. Introduction
This is the first attempt by the Linguistics Strand, School of Humanities and Social
Sciences (SHSS), University of Papua New Guinea (UPNG), to document the impact of
mobile phone technology on language use amongst UPNG students and, by extension, to
describe the flowering of this new mode of communication amongst the broader youth
community and PNG society as a whole.

A brief discussion of some basic technical concepts, followed by an outline of the
historical evolution of SMS world-wide (and in PNG, in particular), introduces the „Tok‟
harvested in 2009 from UPNG Waigani and Taurama campuses by a research team of
senior UPNG sociolinguistics students.

This volume of research findings into the ongoing language change in Papua New Guinea,
apart from listing a glossary of most popular „currency of thought exchange,‟ also
provides a comparative analysis of UPNG student lingo with texting vocabularies in the
English-speaking world and beyond.


What is SMS?
SMS stands for Short Message Service, a.k.a. SMS messages, short messages or SMSing.
This technology is available in cell phones and, more recently, in other digital devices
(such as BlackBerry and other WAP 1-enabled technologies). It is also referred to as „text
message,‟ „message,‟ and simply „txt.‟ This service allows text messages of abound 150
characters to be sent /received via a wireless network. SMS is much cheaper than regular
phone calls, which explains why text messaging is currently the most widely used data
application on planet Earth, with 2.4 billion active users (i.e., 74% of all mobile phone
subscribers) sending and receiving text messages on their phones.2

Characteristic Features of SMS
The „compactness‟ of the SMS medium (the need to „stuff‟ as much information as
possible into the strictly rationed 150 or so characters), coupled with the „unfriendliness‟
of the small phone keypads, unleashed the creativity of our generalizing minds, giving
rise to a new variety of „meaning-saturated‟ language – SMS, texting, smsing, or simply
messaging (also called web or net lingo). Shaped by the need to economize on characters
and keystrokes, SMS lingo makes extensive use of abbreviations, such as “C U l8er” for
“See you later,” “d8” for “date” or “B4” for “before,” “communic8” for “communicate,”
etc. Common acronyms for set phrases and collocations are also a major feature of SMS,
i.e., TMI (too much information), WTF (what the *freak), IMHO (in my humble opinion),
LMAO (laughing my *butt off), etc. Emoticons (“smileys”) fill in for „body language‟ –
they soften the abruptness of the medium and amplify the message communicated.



1
    Wireless Application Protocol (WAP)
2
    http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_message_service


                                                                                          1
The use of numbers to replace words, and vowel deletion in easily recognizable words
(i.e. "txt msg") is typical in all texting lingos. Capitals often represent the letter name as it
is pronounced when you recite the alphabet, whereas lower case letters typically
represent the soft sound of the consonants (i.e. the word "XLNt" is "exc-ell-en-t").
SMS isn't restricted to English. For example, in Mandarin Chinese, numbers that sound
similar to words are used instead of the words themselves (example: "5 2 1
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